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February 2: Children Sing at Peace 
February 4: 6:30 PM Board Meetings 
February 5: 5:00 PM Catechism 
 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
February 6: 5:15 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
Febraury 7: 7:00 PM Hymn Sing 
February 8: 9:30 AM Food Pantry 
February 11: 6:30 PM Board of Directors Meeting 
February 12: 5:00 PM Catechism 
 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 6:30 PM Seder Meal Planning Meeting 
February 13 5:15 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
February 14:  VALENTINES DAY 
February 17  NO SCHOOL/ PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
February 18: 6:30 PM Ladies Aid Meeting 
February 19: 5:00 PM Catechism 
 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
February 20: 5:15 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
February 22: 9:30 AM Food Pantry 
February 26: 5:00 PM Catechism 
 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
February 27: 5:15 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

Sponsored by Trinity’s Friends 
 

Services will continue to be available for streaming on Trinity’s Facebook page and for later viewing on YouTube. 
Check the church website for more details.  

          February 2025 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Menasha, is a fellowship of Lutheran Christians being empowered by the Holy 
Spirit through the Word of God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen both adults and children 
in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, while sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior. 

IMPORTANT DATES IN FEBRUARY 

Soup & Bread Sale 
Last day is February 2 

Before & After Services 

Sponsored by Trinity’s 
Friends of the Pipe 

Organ & Grand Piano 

 

Choir Director: 
Mrs. Connie Henkel 

Organist/Music 
Coordinator: 
Mrs. Nancy Lephart 

Senior Pastor: 
 Rev. Steven S. Billings 

Assoc. Pastor/Principal: 
 Rev. Keith E. GeRue 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School 

300 Broad Street 

Menasha, WI 54952 

Church Phone: (920) 722-2662    School Phone: (920) 725-1715 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Website: www.trinitymenasha.com 

Worship Services:   

Saturday – 5:00 pm; Sunday – 9:00 am 

Education Hour: Sunday - 10:30 am 

  

Trinity Choir Rehearsals have moved to 
Wednesdays! 

2025 rehearsals will now be on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. 
Our first rehearsal is February 5th! 

Contact: Connie Henkel at sonshine_54952@yahoo.com 

Seder Meal Planning 
Meeting 

Our next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 12th at 

6:30 PM. 
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Trinity Lutheran Church & School    
Church Phone: (920) 722-2662    

School Phone: (920) 725-1715    

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Email: ChurchAdmin@trinitymenasha.com 
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02/10 Skylar Gast 

02/10 Alan Manteufel 

02/10 Maya Torres 

02/11 Lorna Forbes 

02/12 Ava Schmidt 

02/13 Randy Ross 

02/13 Henry Schmidt 

02/13 Martin Schrampfer 

02/14 John Maynard 

02/14 Kaylee Olson 

02/15 Bradley Perry 

02/17 Alayna Hopfensperger 

02/17 Roy Mehl 

02/18 Jeffrey Moore, Jr 

02/19 Carol Evensen 

02/19 Rev. Keith GeRue 

02/19 Sophia Siegel 

02/20 Ellen Rivord 

02/20 Rita Wilke 

02/21 Sue Maynard 

 

02/01 Caleb Gast 

02/01 Katelyn Lohr 

02/02 Rosemary          

Collingwood 

02/02 Maya Michalski-

Lannoye 

02/02 Lisa Olson 

02/02 Sandy Wussow 

02/03 Dawn Henrickson 

02/03 Michelle Mahoney 

02/04 Faith Mies 

02/04 Paula Reichert 

02/05 Payton Anderson 

02/05 Melani Gast 

02/06 Justin Bursack 

02/06 Autumn Cleveland 

02/06 Brenda Kempf 

02/06 Ruth Wright 

02/08 Alex Friebel 

02/09 Gavin Lindner  
  

. 

February 2025 

February 2025 

 Trinity Membership Update  
 

New Members/Transfers In: Bradley & Karen Perry               

Released/Transfers Out: Phillip & Mary Conradt  

Baptisms: Patrick Noah Fuchs (January 12, 2025)                     Weddings: 

Members Who Have Passed: Dianna Kargus (January 1, 2025) 

James Wolter (January 6, 2025)   Norbert Pomerenke (January 7, 2025) 

25For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will stand upon the earth. 26And after my 
skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God. Job 19:25-26 
 

02/13 Roy & Ruby Mehl  

02/13 Scott & Sandy Meyer  

02/15 Gary & Linda Bartelme  

02/20 David & Rose Collingwood 

02/24 Jerry & Diane Peotter 

02/28 Blaine & Connie Henkel  

Birthday Blessings! 

02/23 Jeff Groshek 

02/23  Dylan Kobs 

02/23 Carl Kohler 

02/23 Carl Riske 

02/24 Henry Bartelme 

02/24 Robert Hopfensperger 

02/25 Jordan Carpenter 

02/25 Luke O'Connor 

02/26 Emma Anderson 

02/26 Alyssa Bowers 

02/27 Todd Kohler 

02/27 Burnette Pagel 

02/28 Mayson Mullins 

02/28 Jean Toeppler 



Serving Our Lord with Gladness – February 2025 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Steven S. Billings 

Associate Pastor/Principal:  Rev. Keith E. GeRue 

 

 

 

 

Worship 

Date/Time 

 

Acolyte 

Elder on 

Duty 

Communion 

Assistant Usher Captain 

 

Greeter Altar Guild 

 

Feb 1: 5:00 PM 

Feb 2: 9:00 AM 

 

Payton Lenth 

Simon Kroes 

David Little 

Joshua Fuchs 

Dan Siebert 

Dave Collingwood 

Jerry Maynard          

Jim Wittman 

Barbara Kester                        

Connie Henkel 

Shirley Fleischer 

Gail Burrows 

     Feb 8: 5:00 PM 

Feb 9: 9:00 AM 

Sydney Gast  

Richie Sprouse 

 

David Little 

Joshua Fuchs 

 

 

 

Vance Pues 

Steve Sexmith 

 

 

Gast/ Corrente               

Dave Collingwood 

 

 

Dan & Peggy Dahms           

Rosemary Collingwood 

 

 

Shirley Fleischer 

Gail Burrows 

 

Feb 15: 5:00 PM 

Feb 16: 9:00 AM 

 

 

Payton Lenth 

Robbie Kohler 

 

 

 

David Little 

Joshua Fuchs 

 

 

 

TBA 

Ron Kraus 

 

 

Roger Voigt                  

Steve Sexmith 

 

 

JoAnn Schultz                  

Jane Nielsen 

 

 

Shirley Fleischer 

Gail Burrows 

 

Feb 22: 5:00 PM 

Feb 23: 9:00 AM 

 

 

Sydney Gast 

Simon Kroes 

 

 

 

David Little 

Joshua Fuchs 

 

 

 

Steve Reinke 

Scott Gutzman 

 

 

Tom Harrmann            

Lee Weinig 

 

 

Betty Allen            

Volunteer Needed 

 

 

Shirley Fleischer 

Gail Burrows 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Altar Guild Volunteers Needed: 

Serving the Lord means being completely devoted in all service to the Lord and His people. It means obeying and enjoying our 

relationship with God as our Heavenly Father. To serve the Lord with our whole being means that the spirit, soul, and body all 

participate in the service to the Lord. All believers are called on to serve the Lord. 

Setting the Lord’s Table is truly an honor and blessing. Please contact Jean Zeinert at (920) 722-2662 and let her know if you would 

like to serve.  

 



102. Why do we say, “God has made me”?

God created the first man and woman, and

God has created each one of us.

Catechetical Comments
A Series

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

This month we continue our consideration of the First Article of the
Apostles’ Creed, with special focus on question 102. 

Martin Luther continues his explanation of
the First Article of the Creed by asking the
question:

Why do we say, “God has made me”?

He answers this question with the statement:

God created the first man and woman, and God

has created each one of us.

For scriptural support of this statement, he
provides the following:

Genesis 1:28 – God blessed them. And God
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves
on the earth.” 

Psalm 139:13 – You formed my inward parts;
You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 

Jeremiah 1:5 – Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you.

God made us.  All of us.  Everyone of us
from Adam and Eve, right down to the baby
born minutes ago.  Every part of us was made
by Him.  As He says to His prophet Jeremiah,
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” 

God designed us, had a plan for our lives,
knew us personally even before we were
conceived in our mother’s womb. Our
development in the womb was by His design,
guided by His hand every step along the way. 
As a sculptor forms a statue, God molded and
shaped us.  He even made the clay with which
we were formed!

The psalmist records, “You formed my
inward parts; You knitted me together in my
mother’s womb.”  Think of a knitted garment. 
Each stitch is essential to the whole, each one
carefully woven in a lengthy chain that is
entirely connected together.  That is the picture
God gives in Psalm 139.  God was intimately
involved in our growth from a single cell to the
complex beings we are by the time of our birth.

But God didn’t stop there.  He instructed
Adam and Eve to continue the process of
procreation, whereby He continues to mold and
make new human beings, as He commanded
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”

It’s interesting to note that God did not
create human beings the same way He created
the rest of the universe.  For everything else,
God simply spoke and the created things
popped into existence.  But with man, God was
not content just to speak; He molded, crafted,
got His fingers into the mud, and shaped
mankind after His own image, which implies
that we are not merely physical beings, but
spiritual ones as well, for therein lies the image
of God: in holiness and righteousness, which is
also why He sent His Son, so that we might be
redeemed, body and soul. T

Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings

Senior Pastor



From the Principal 

“Life and Forgiveness From Above” 1 Kings 17:17-24 
17 After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was so severe that there was no 
breath left in him. 18 And she said to Elijah, “What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my 
sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my son!” 19 And he said to her, “Give me your son.” And he took him from 
her arms and carried him up into the upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed.  20 And he cried to 
the LORD, “O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her 
son?” 21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried to the  LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child's 
life[a] come into him again.” 22 And the LORD listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. 23 And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house and delivered 
him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives.” 24 And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man 
of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.” 

  

In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

Where there’s sin, there’s death. Where there’s death, there’s sin. The two always go together. Of that you can be sure. This  

widow’s theology was spot on. She sees death, she thinks sin.  
  

Oh, we often believe otherwise. That’s what Satan wants us to believe. That’s the lie he whispers into our ears or these days  

even trumpets into our faces via the media or social media. That our sin won’t cause death - oh no, no! - but give us life. 

That if you only do this, if you only take that, if only you indulge a little, your life will  improve. So, a few tasty words 

spoken, a little lust satisfied, a bit of “do unto others because they’ve done unto me” . . .  
  

No. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The widow was right about that. So, she blasts Elijah: You have come to me 

to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my son!  

  

What sin, I wonder. What sin was weighing heavily on her mind? What sin had she so buried, so locked away, so explained 

away with a thousand excuses, that was now coming back to haunt her? Because she couldn’t deal with it, she couldn’t 
make it go away, she couldn’t make it okay no matter how hard she tried. All she had done with her efforts was make it 
fester and grow . . . and now it was back again. Haunting her. Crushing her. 

  

That’s you again, isn’t it? For what sins are weighing heavy on your mind? What words you wish you had never spoken, 
deeds you wish you could take back, what friend you wish you had never betrayed - those thoughts and desires that keep 

slithering back into your hearts and minds . . . 

  

Indeed, this is our life “from below.” Sin and death. The death of friends, of family, of loved ones - your death. Sin and 

death, from which we cannot set ourselves free. 

  

But as right as the widow was, she was also wrong - dead wrong. Elijah was not there to cause the death of her son - but to 

bring life to the widow! Life in the forgiveness of her sins. Life in the God of life who brings life “from above.”  

  

So, Elijah takes her son - her only son - and prays to the God of life for life, and life is given from above. And the widow 

confesses: Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.  

  

Again, I wonder: what word? Seems that Elijah wasn’t just  staying with this widow but preaching to her. And the word she 

now knew is truth was the word she doubted before; the word that her son’s death caused her to disbelieve. For if where 
there’s death, there’s sin, and where there’s sin, there’s death - then also now she knows and believes this too: where there’s 
life, there’s forgiveness, and where there’s forgiveness, there’s life. The word of the Lord from Elijah of a forgiving God 

was indeed the truth! And so not only her son, but the widow too, is given life from above. 

  

And you too. For you, hounded by sin and surrounded by death. For you who doubt and worry and fear. For you who have 

tried to manage and deal with your sin, only to have those skeletons explode out of the closet at the worst times . . .   This 

forgiveness is for you too. 

  

For Elijah is still preaching forgiveness and pointing to the God of forgiveness for us sinners today. For he points us to Jesus 

- God come down from above to us here below. For the Elijah who was to come, the second Elijah, John the Baptist, points 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%2017%3A17-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-9339a


us to Jesus with the confession: Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29)! And then Elijah 

shows up again on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus and talks about what? Jesus’  exodus. His death and resurrection. 

His victory over sin and death for us. 

  

Elijah points us to Jesus, as all good and faithful prophets do. 

To Jesus, who laid in our tomb three days, laying not just on one young man, but in the place of  all humanity, to give life to 

all in His resurrection. 

To Jesus, who was poured upon you three times in water and the Word in Holy Baptism, to give life to you in the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

To Jesus, conquering death, conquering sin; conquering sin, conquering death. For the two always go together.  

  

And this Word is truth. The Word of the Lord that proclaims to you I forgive you all your sins. Those not your pastor’s 
words, but your Lord’s words. Truthful words. Words that do what they say. For Jesus’ tomb is empty. And so will yours 
be. For where there’s forgiveness, there’s life, and where there’s life, there’s forgiveness.  For you. 

  

The widow saw and believed. Blessed are you who have not seen, yet have believed  (John 20:29). 

  

The widow then magnified the Lord who had done wonderful things for her. And so do you, using the words of 

that other widow whose only son was raised from the dead for the life of the world. 

  

The widow praised the Lord of life. And so will you now sing your Te Deum Laudamus: “We praise you, O Lord, we 
acknowledge you to be the Lord.” Good theology. Spot on. 
  

And the widow and her son then - like they had for so many days already - ate and drank. They continued to eat the food 

that God provided for them: the flour and oil that never ran out. And so too you and I who have been raised from the death 

of our trespasses and sins to a new life of faith and forgiveness. We too will now eat and drink the food that never runs out. 

Not the flour and oil, but the Body and Blood that our Lord provides for us. The food  from above that gives us life from 

above. Life now and life forever. Te Deum Laudamus: “We praise you, O Lord! 

  

In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

What’s happening around The School. 
➢ Feb 2  School Students sings at 9 am service at Peace 

➢ Feb 3 9:00 am School Devotion 

  3:45 pm Chess Club  

➢ Feb 4 9:00 am School Devotion  

 12:20 pm Musical Practice 

 3:45 pm 1st-4th Basketball  

➢ Feb 5 9:00 am School Chapel 

 3:45 pm Faculty Meeting 

➢ Feb 6 9:00 am School Devotion 

 12:30 pm PAC 1st - 4th Cat Kid Comic Club  

               5th-6th CWES   

 3:45 pm 4th-8th Basketball 

➢ Feb 7 9:00 am School Devotion 

              5th-6th CWES  

➢ Feb 10 9:00 am School Devotion 

 3:45 pm Chess Club  

➢ Feb 11 9:00 am School Devotion  

 12:20 pm Musical Practice 

 3:45 pm 1st-4th Basketball  

➢ Feb 12 9:00 am School Chapel 

➢ Feb 13 9:00 am School Devotion 

 12:30 pm PAC 7th-8th DrumLine   

 3:45 pm 4th-8th Basketball 

➢ Feb 14 9:00 am School Devotion 

 2:45 pm Electives 

➢ Feb 17 NO SCHOOL PRESIDENTS DAY  

➢ Feb 18 9:00 am School Devotion  

 12:20-1:00pm Musical Practice 

 3:45 pm 1st-4th Basketball  

➢ Feb 19 9:00 am School Chapel 

➢ Feb 20 9:00 am School Devotion 

 12:20-1:00pm Musical Practice 

 3:45 pm 4th-8th Basketball 

➢ Feb 21 9:00 am School Devotion 

 2:45 pm Electives 

➢ Feb 24 9:00 am School Devotion 

➢ Feb 25 9:00 am School Devotion  

 12:20-1:00pm Musical Practice  

➢ Feb 26 9:00 am School Chapel 

➢ Feb 27 9:00 am School Devotion 

 12:20-1:00pm Musical Practice 

 3:45 pm Boys Volleyball Practice 

➢ Feb 28 9:00 am School Devotion 

 2:45 pm Electives 
What an exciting time to be a servant in the LORD’s harvest. 

Thanks for being a part of the Trinity family. 



Stewardship Message 

The Board of Stewardship has frequently encouraged your use of time, talent, and gifts. And 
the Board has suggested that God expects you to use these gifts that he has given you for 
His purpose in serving others.  

Thinking about what I just said, thoughts come to mind of, how do I know what God wants 
me to do and when to do it? How can I determine when He is leading me to act on His 
behalf? How do I overcome my fear of speaking to others to do what He is asking me to do? 

The truth is that we do not spend much time with God on a personal level. If we don’t talk to 
Him daily, pray to Him daily and listen to Him through scripture, we cannot know what He 
wants us to do. Why is it that we allow so many things to take precedence over time with 
God, yet we proclaim that God is always with us. But are we always with Him? 

2 Timothy 3: 16-17 reads: All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.  John 8:31-32 reads: Jesus said, if you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciple, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
Finally, Deuteronomy 6:6-7 reads: And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise.   

God promises to bless those who read His word, and He promises to hear those who pray. 
He is waiting for you to seek that personal relationship with Him so that He can equip you 
for His purpose. You will learn what, where and when He is asking you to do something on 
His behalf. 

Each day we live is a gift from God. And He gives each of us the same amount of time each 
day: 1,440 minutes. Will you use just 14 of those minutes, just 1% of the time the Lord has 
given you each day, to read the bible and pray? If you get the full 8 hours of sleep the Doctor 
recommends each night, that leaves 112 waking hours per week. Will you spend just 1% of 
those hours coming to church each week to worship the Lord?  

We would like to remind you of the daily devotional with Pastor Billings on Trinity’s website. 
It is available to you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Very meaningful devotional that speaks 
to you each day. 

I leave you today with Psalm 46:10 - Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 

 Ask for God’s leading in your walk with Him and He will answer. Blessings upon your faith 
walk! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 21, 2025: Meeting with main goal of distribution of finances. A budget of $5,325 was voted on and 
disbursed among 13  missions. 
Below is the listing of the missions approved by the group. 

• $500 to Matthew Kinne last year in his Master of Divinity program 

• $300 to Reverand Kevin Parvis/ Lutherans in Jewish Evangelism 

• $300 to LCMS Reverand Walter & Robyn Steele in Kenya 

• $300 to LCMS Reverand Steven & Martha Mehlberg, missionary in Sri Lanka 

• $300 to Bible Translator inf Sierra Leone / Amy Formella 

• $300 for office supplies 

• $300 to Altar Guild for flowers 

• $825 for Amazon gift cards to be given to Trinity School teachers to purchase classroom 
items. 

• $500 for Pastor’s Appeal 
• $500 for Janitorial supplies 

• $200 for Window restoration 

• $200 for Organ repair 

• $800 for Board of Property to replace toilets in Ladies bathroom/ lower level 
February 18, 2025: Meeting with Bible study led by Lynne Schroeder. Followed by attendees sharing their 
favorite snacks. 
March 18, 2025: Meeting & Easter card making with Carol Evensen 

April 15, 2025: Meeting & Movie night 

April 2025: Zone 11 Spring Rally @ Peace Lutheran Church, Neenah 

May 20, 2025: Hors d'oeuvre, Salad, and Dessert dinner enjoyed by all interested members of the 
congregation.  

            It is a good time to share fellowship and memories with each other. 
June 17, 2025: Meeting with presentation of “Comfort” Dogs 

June 26-29, 2025: The 41st Biennial Convention in Omaha Nebraska. The convention theme is; "Growing in 
God’s Grace".  
July 16, 2025: Outing & Dine out location TBA 

August 20, 2025: Nomination of Officers (V.P. & Treasurer) & assembling of Lutheran World Relief kits 

September 16, 2025: 5:30 Potluck ;Install officers &Set calendar for 2025-2026 

September 26-27: Fall Retreat @ Embassy Suites by Hilton Milwaukee, WI 



From the Board of Elders 
Important change to Trinity’s Elder zones.  

Utilizing a different approach, zones were developed by 
geographic location instead of alphabetically, with the 

assigned Elder living near their zone. In your mailbox you 
will find a letter identifying your Elder and a mini directory 
with contact information of others living in your zone. Our 
prayer is that the new zones will make it easier for Trinity 

neighbors to visit and get better acquainted. Please check 
you own information and contact your Elder if anything is 

incorrect, missing or out of date.  

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT DEC. 2024
BEGINNING BALANCE DEPOSITS/INCOME WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES ENDING BALANCE

Ministry Fund $7,589.53 $87,821.97 ($80,108.39) $15,303.11

Nicolet Restricted Funds* $25,958.43 $659.45 ($325.00) $26,292.88

LCMS Endowment Fund** $127,957.80 $127,957.80

LCEF Steward Fund $19.72 $19.72

Pastors' Appeal MM $80,529.71 $7,092.91 ($26,500.00) $61,122.62

Schwab Wealth*** $52,008.76 $52,008.76

Nicolet Memorial Fund $8,887.80 $0.78 $8,888.58

Nicolet Office Acct $3,135.71 $1.37 $3,137.08

Nicolet Think Tank $3,196.96 ($3,196.96) $0.00

Nicolet Scrip $15,546.61 $26,313.02 ($26,618.30) $15,241.33

TOTAL $324,831.03 $121,889.50 ($136,748.65) $309,971.88

LCEF Mortgage (BOTR) $822,706.82 (3,385.16) $819,321.66

February 7th (Friday night) 
nighNight

Pastor Billings will begin with a brief devotion. 


